Abusive parents' reports of child behavior problems: relationship to observed parent-child interactions.
We evaluated the hypothesis that abusive parents' reports may exaggerate rates of child behavior problems in a clinical sample. The association between parental ratings of behavior problems and independent observations of child behaviors was examined in a sample of 205 clinic-referred families, 58 of which had a reported history of physical abuse. Relative to the comparison group, parents in the abuse group reported more externalizing problems in their children after controlling for parental psychopathology, and displayed more emotionally controlling and less supportive behavior during parent-child interactions. However, there was no association between abuse history and observed child behaviors during the interaction tasks. Abuse status significantly moderated the association between parent-reported externalizing behaviors and observed demanding behavior by the child; the association was significant among comparison families, but not in the abuse group families. Results indicate that abusive parents may over-report externalizing behavior problems in their children.